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THE END OF AN ERA
 Many talented vocalists and musicians step onto concert 
stages across the country year after year; however, only the faithful 
and dedicated overcome the pressures of life on the road. Ed 
O’Neal, whose name has been synonymous with Gospel Music for 
more than 60 years, can certainly be labeled as one of the faithful 
and dedicated. Now, after six celebrated decades, O’Neal has 
announced the retirement of The Dixie Melody Boys’ name.
 O’Neal joined The Dixie Melody Boys in 1961 and became 
owner and manager of the quartet a few years later. Over the years, 
O’Neal and The Dixie Melody Boys have enjoyed tremendous 
success, including countless hits and a Grammy nomination. In 
2000, O’Neal was named recipient of the Marvin Norcross Award, 
the highest honor presented at the time during The Singing News 
Fan Awards Ceremony. Additionally, in 2004 he was inducted into 
the Southern Gospel Music Association Hall of Fame.  “I am so 
grateful for all the guys who have called The Dixie Melody Boys 
home. Each and every one of them are very special to me.” 
 “The past few years have been very challenging,” O’Neal shares. 
“I appreciate the promoters and pastors who have supported The 
Dixie Melody Boys, especially over the last few years, and I commend the guys who have worked really hard 
to keep the legacy of The Dixie Melody Boys alive. They have represented Ed O’Neal and The Dixie Melody 
Boys with class, and I appreciate that, but after a very deliberative, thoughtful and prayerful period of time, I 
feel the best thing to honor the heritage of the Quartet is to retire the name.”
 As the 86-year-old singer explains, not being able to sing and travel has taken a toll on him personally. 
“It’s hard to give up something you have done for 60 years. It’s tough watching the guys roll out each week 
and not being able to go with them. Physically, it has just been impossible for me to do any longer.” O’Neal, 
however, admits that he has a peace about this decision and knows it is best. “Honestly, I never imagined how 
good Gospel music would be to me and for me. God has blessed me more than I ever thought possible.  I never 
dreamed 60 years ago where God would lead The Dixie Melody Boys. He has blessed us beyond measure. I 
have said this a million times, but the truth is, all I ever wanted to do was sing a song. I must say, I love the 
music now as much as I ever have, and I believe in the message now more than ever. When my Gospel music 
buddies come to the area, I do my best to go see them, and I will continue to do that. I will always love the 
music and will always support it.”   
 While O’Neal may be retiring The Dixie Melody Boys’ name, the legacy will live on in the hearts and lives 
of those who have been blessed by the music created by the gentleman who has lived his life proclaiming that 
all he ever wanted to do was sing a song.



TOP SONGS IN GOSPEL MUSIC
As reported in the “Singing News” Magazine

This
Month	 Song	Title	 Artist
1	 He	Gave	 Browders
2	 Ready	To	Leave	 Down	East	Boys
3	 Not	For	Long	 Guardians
4	 That	Heavenly	Home	 Tribute	Quartet
5	 The	Keepers	 Karen	Peck	&	New	River
6	 Scars	In	Heaven	 Nelons
7	 Overcome	 Ernie	Haase	&	Signature	Sound
8	 Don’t	Miss	Jesus	 Triumphant	Quartet
9	 Never	Been	 Crabb	Family
10	 No	Better	Than	That	 Southbound
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DESTRUCTIVE FIRE
 Friends & Family Restaurant in Pearisburg, Virginia, 
has been a long time advertising supporter of this 
newsletter. Shortly before midnight on February 20th the 
restaurant building was destroyed by fire.  The business 
was closed and thankfully no one was injured.
 The restaurant which opened in April 1996 has become 
a staple in the community and a favorite gathering place 
for area residents.  Owners Becky and Jimmy Young and 
their family are committed to rebuilding and continuing 
their dedicated service to the community.  The goal is to 
rebuild and open for business in 2024.
 A GoFundMe account has been established to assist 
with the rebuilding process and to provide support to the 
employees of the restaurant. The family is grateful for 
the many ways the community has rallied around them. 
Please remember these folks in your prayers as they move 
forward following this devastating setback. 

To make a donation search for:
GoFundMe for Friends & Family Restaurant

The Touch of the Master’s Hand
 ‘Twas battered and scarred, 
and the auctioneer thought it 
scarcely worth his while to waste 
much time on the old violin, but 
held it up with a smile. “What 
am I bidden, good folks,” he 
cried, “Who’ll start the bidding 
for me?” “A dollar, a dollar. Then 
two! Only two?  Two dollars, and 
who’ll make it three?” “Three 
dollars, once; three dollars, twice;  
Going for three…” But no, from 
the room, far back, a grey-haired man came forward and 
picked up the bow; then wiping the dust from the old 
violin,and tightening the loosened strings, he played a 
melody pure and sweet,  as a caroling angel sings.
 The music ceased, and the auctioneer, with a voice 
that was quiet and low, said: “What am I bid for the old 
violin?    And he held it up with the bow.  “A thousand 
dollars, and who’ll make it two? Two thousand! And 
who’ll make it three?  Three thousand, once; three 
thousand, twice,  and going and gone,” said he.
 The people cheered, but some of them cried,  “We 
do not quite understand. What changed its worth?” 
Swift came the reply:  “The touch of the Master’s hand.” 
And many a man with life out of tune, and battered and 
scarred with sin, is auctioned cheap to the thoughtless 
crowd much like the old violin.
     A “mess of pottage,” a glass of wine, a game — and 
he travels on. He is “going” once, and “going” twice, he’s 
“going” and almost “gone.”  But the Master comes, and 
the foolish crowd never can quite understand the worth of 
a soul and the change that is wrought by the touch of the 
Master’s hand.

 - Myra Welch
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	 You	 may	 know	 me.	 	 I	 am	 your	 constant	
companion.		I	am	your	greatest	helper;	and	I	am	
your	heaviest	burden.	 I	will	push	you	onward	or	
drag	you	down	to	failure.	
	 I	am	at	your	command.		Half	of	the	tasks	you	
do	might	as	well	be	turned	over	to	me.		I’m	able	
to	do	them	quickly.		I’m	able	to	do	them	the	same	
every	 time	 if	 that’s	 what	 you	 want.	 I	 am	 easily	
managed.	All	you’ve	got	to	do	is	be	firm	with	me.		
Show	me	exactly	how	you	want	it	done	and	after	
a	 few	 lessons	 I’ll	 do	 it	 automatically	 the	 rest	 of	
your	life.	

	 I	am	the	servant	of	all	great	men	and	women,	
of	course;	and	I	am	servant	to	all	the	failures	as	
well.	I’ve	made	all	the	great	individuals	who	have	
ever	been	great.	 	And	 I’ve	made	all	 the	 failures	
that	 have	 ever	 failed.	 	 But	 I	 work	 with	 all	 the	
precision	 of	 a	marvelous	 computer.	 I	 work	 with	
the	intelligence	of	the	human	being.	
	 Be	easy	on	me	and	I	will	destroy	you.		Be	firm	
with	me	and	I’ll	put	the	whole	world	at	your	feet.	
What	am	I?		I	am	A	Habit!

~Dr.	Dennis	P.	Kimbro~

You May Know Me

The Evil Brothers
	 There	were	two	evil	brothers.	They	were	rich	and	used	
their	money	 to	 keep	 their	ways	 from	 the	 public	 eye.	 They	
even	 attended	 the	 same	 church	 and	 looked	 to	 be	 perfect	
Christians.	 Then,	 their	 pastor	 retired	 and	 a	 new	 one	 was	
hired.	 Not	 only	 could	 he	 see	 right	 through	 the	 brothers’	
deception,	but	he	also	spoke	well	and	true,	and	the	church	
started	to	swell	in	numbers.
	 A	 fundraising	 campaign	 was	 started	 to	 build	 a	 new	
assembly.	 All	 of	 a	 sudden,	 one	 of	 the	 brothers	 died.	 The	
remaining	brother	sought	out	the	new	pastor	the	day	before	
the	funeral	and	handed	him	a	check	for	the	amount	needed	
to	finish	paying	for	the	new	building.
	 “I	have	only	one	condition,”	he	said.	“At	his	funeral,	you	
must	say	my	brother	was	a	saint.”	The	pastor	gave	his	word	
and	 deposited	 the	 check.	 The	 next	 day	 at	 the	 funeral,	 the	
pastor	did	not	hold	back.	“He	was	an	evil	man,”	he	said.	“He	
cheated	on	his	wife	and	abused	his	family.”	After	going	on	in	
this	vein	for	a	small	time,	he	concluded	with,	“But,	compared	
to	his	brother,	he	was	a	saint.”

Witty Words of Wisdom

Always keep your words soft and sweet, just in 
case you have to eat them.

Always read stuff that will make you look good if 
you die in the middle of it.

If you think nobody cares if you’re alive, try 
missing a couple of car payments.

Never put both feet in your mouth at the same time, 
because then you don’t have a leg to stand on.

When everything’s coming your way, you’re in the 
wrong lane.

Never buy a car you can’t push.
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Visit us online at www.gospelmusicconcerts.com
Telephone: (304) 920-0661

FOLLOW US
ON FACEBOOK
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“Circumstances may
appear to wreck our
lives and God’s plans,
but God is not helpless
among the ruins.
God’s love is still working.
He comes in and takes the
calamity and uses it
victoriously, working out His
wonderful plan of love.”

~ Eric Liddell

Sometimes burning bridges
isn’t a bad thing...

It prevents you from going
back to a place you

should never have been to begin with.


